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one point   which   needs   some   consideration.   One   of   tho chief difficulties, whi<
have hampered the progress of secondary education in this country, is the bilingu
instruction wo have enforced on   our children   with a view to prepare them all i(
a future university   course*,   where   tho medium  of instruction is English,   In th
reconstructed system of education, which   wo   are now considering, there win be D
need for this   billingual   instruction   at   tho   secondary   stage.   We can, therefori
increase the efficacy of tho   flhortened   secondary   course   by providing all teachin
except in English through   the   vernacular.   After   tho   completion   of this  stagi
a careful selection   should   separate   those   who   aro  fit for higher education froc
others who have neither the mental equipment nor the capacity for   such education
For the latter, a vocational training   is   tho   only   useful education and the earlie
they go in for it, the better for   them.   For,   apart   from other considerations, the:
would, in that case, bo far more likely to be absorbed into the humbler   occupation!
of life than would bo many of those who now graduate  or fail to graduate.

Following a shortened secondary course, wo now como to a three-year Inter-
mediate course for a smaller number of pupils desirous of admission to a three-
year Degree Course in tho university. This is difficult from our present
intermediate course in two important respects. First, it is longer by one
year and secondly, which is a more vital point, it is separated from the university,
not only in actual teaching but in administration and control. The separation of
Intermediate classes from the university was strongly recommended by the Calcutta
University Commission who considered that tho development of university work
demanded a re-organisation of Higher Secondary education and that for this
purpose it was necessary that tho work done in Intermediate Colleges of the
university should be transferred to institutions of a new type to be called Inter-
mediate Colleges. This authoriativo view was almost immediately adopted by some
of the Indian universities which were created or re-organised after the publication
of the Commission's report. In practice, however, it has been found exceedingly
difficult to carry out this recommendation of tho Commission. Tho colleges do not
seem to favour the separation of tho intermediate classes from the degree classes.
The reasons underlying this aro partly financial and partly academic. In the first
place, the intermediate classes that are now attached to tho colleges are remunera-
tive. The employment of a combined staff for the B, A, and ^Intermediate classes
is economical and, incidentally, gives tho Intermediate students the benefit of
the lectures of the more highly qualified teachers who are normally employed
for instruction in B. A. classes.

This attitude of the college is, I admit, not entirely unfair, particularly under
the existing conditions. But wo are now considering a reconstructed system of
education in which all the different stages aro readjusted. The intermediate stage
should be considered in relation to tho other stages of the entire educational
system. With a shortened Secondary Course, and a three-year Degree Course,
the Intermediate Course ought to have a distinct and separate place of its own.
In order to maintain tho standard of university education in the true sense of the
word, the teaching resources of tho university 'should not be diverted to the
instruction of school children who aro as yet unfitted to receive university educa-
tion/ The ideal of a university as an association of scholars engaged in the
pursuit of truth can hardly be realised if wo continue to admit into it every year
an overwhelming number of immature youths.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

I have incidentally mentioned the need of vocational education for the average
pupil who is unfitted to pursue a course of higher learning and research. You
will, I hope, bear with me if I venture to say a few more words on this very
important subject. There seem to be two extreme views in respect of the way ui
which the distressing problem of middle-class unemployment should be dealt
with. On the one hand there are those who trace the evil to a defective system of
education and demand an increased facility for vocational education by the estab-
lishment of vocational institution on a much more generous scale throughout the
\             country, and on the other hand, there are some thinkers to whom the present

;              difficulties are largely due   to the   alleged   inadequate attention  of   Government to

the economic and industrial needs of the country. Government can do a great
deal, they maintain, by developing the industries of the country and by creating
new opportunities for our young men. There is much to be said in support oj
either contention. But no single remedy is adequate for such a complex ana